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Survey on knowledge and attitude regarding AIDS among normal and non-
normal school students
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[Abstract] Objective To investigate knowledge, attitude and behavior about acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
(AIDS) among normal and non-normal school students in Huanggang City, and provide basis for making policies on
health education about AIDS knowledge among college students. Methods 220 normal school students and 250 non-
normal school students were randomly selected as studied subjects, a questionnaire survey was conducted among
them, and the surveyed results were compared. Results The average score of general knowledge related to AIDS and
attitude toward AIDS patients was 77. 61% and 87. 35% in normal school students, 69. 15% and 79. 14% in non-
normal school students respectively, there were significant difference between them(u = 2. 03, P<C0. 05;u = 2. 34,
P<C0. 05); the average score on related knowledge about AIDS transmission routes and attitude toward AIDS was
82.80% and 92.99% in normal school students, 76.50% and 89. 84% in non-normal school students respectively,
there were no significant difference between them(both P=>0. 05). Conclusion It is necessary and important to de-
velop AIDS health education among college students.
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Table 1
students(No. of students, %)

Comparison of right answer rate about the general knowledge of AIDS between normal and non-normal school

Normal school students Non-normal school students

General knowledge e P
(n=218) (n=239)
Abbreviation of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome in English 195(89. 45) 187(78.24) 10. 44 <€0.01
Abbreviation of human immunodeficiency virus in English 192(88.07) 193(80. 75) 4,60  <<0.05
AIDS mainly damage bodys immune system 205(94. 04) 195(81.59) 6.58  <0.02
Can a person be judged to be infected with HIV from the appearance 187(85. 78) 198(82. 85) 0.74  >0.05
AIDS is currently incurable 204(93.58) 207(86. 61) .19 >0.05
There is no AIDS vaccine at present 151(69. 27) 142(59. 41) 4,81 <0.05
AIDS is a preventable but uncontrollable disease at present 169(77.52) 167(69. 87) 20.40  <0.01
Signs of AIDS volunteers 183(83. 94) 174(72. 80) 8.28 <0.01
Difference between HIV-infected person and AIDS patient 186(85. 32) 193(80. 75) 5.81  <0.02
World AIDS Day that promoting and popularizing the knowledge about AIDS prevention 92(42.20) 56(23.43) 18.35  <0.01
How long can HIV survive once it leaves the human body 97(44.50) 106(44, 35) 43,27 <0.01
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Table 2 Comparison of the right answer rate about the transmission routes of AIDS between normal and non-normal school

students(No. of students, %)

Normal school students Non-normal school students

Transmission route (n=218) (n=239) b P
Blood transfusion or blood products 214(98.17) 229(95. 82) 2,12 >0.05
Sharing syringe or syringe needle 215(98. 62) 232(97.07) 1.28  >0.05
Sexual behaviour 212(97.25) 229(95. 82) 0.69  >0.05
From a pregnant woman to her baby 202(92. 66) 208(87. 03) 392 <0.05
Breast feeding 169(77.52) 191(79.92) 0.39  >0.05
Handshaking or sharing towel and clothes 204(93.58) 205(85.77) 7.39  <0.01
Sitting at the same table for dinner 195(89. 45) 189(79. 08) 9.13  <0.01
Insect biting and stings 126(57. 80) 94(39. 33) 15.57  <0.01
Coughing and sneezing 179(82. 11) 177(74. 06) 4,29  <0.05
Courtesy kiss 169(77.52) 179(74.90) 0.43  >0.05
Unclean shaving, tattooing, ear-pierce and tooth extraction 177(81.19) 156(65.27) 14,62 <0.01
AIDS drug users who do not share syringes can prevent AIDS after each injection 104(47.71) 105(43.93) 0.65  >0.05
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Table 3 Comparison of the positive attitude rate to AIDS between normal and non-normal school students (No. of students, %)

Normal school students  Non-normal school students

Attitude towards AIDS (n=218) (n=239) ' P
China also confront the serious challenge of AIDS 205(94. 04) 215(89.96) 2.55 >0. 05
Willing to accept more knowledge about AIDS 215(98. 62) 228(95. 40) 4,00 <0.05
It is important to understand the knowledge of AIDS 211(96.79) 230(96. 23) 0.10 >0. 05
Willing to share knowledge about AIDS with others 208(95. 41) 223(93.31) 0.94 >(0. 05
AIDS is not far away from you 177(81.19) 174(72. 80) 4,50 <0.05
Health education and change of bad behavior is the best way to promote the prevention of AIDS ~ 200(91. 74) 217(90.79) 0.13 >0, 05
School should increase AIDS education 203(93.12) 216(90. 38) .12 >0.05
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Table 4 Comparison of the positive attitude rate to AIDS patients between normal and non-normal school students(No. of

students, %0)

Normal school students Non-normal school students

Attitude towards AIDS patients (n=218) (n=239) e P
Keep AIDS patients’ privacy a secret 199(91. 28) 199(83. 26) 6.52  <0.02
Care and feel sympathy for AIDS patients 209(95. 87) 218(91.21) 4,03  <0.05
Be intolerant to AIDS patients 206(94. 50) 202(84.52) 11.85  <€0.01
Care for AIDS-infected person and AIDS patients, a friendly chat, hands 203(93. 12) 213(89.12) 2,23 >0.05
shaking and eating with them
Somebody who was detected to be infected with AIDS in the work place should 186(85. 32) 172(71.97) 11,98 <0.01
continue to work without being discriminated
HIV-infected person and AIDS patient should be allowed continuing to work and study ~ 172(78. 90) 150(62. 76) 14.26  <0.01

Willing to contact with AIDS patients’ friends or relatives 158(72. 48) 170(71.13) 0.10  >0.05
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