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An outbreak and treatment of Norwegian scabies occurred in a hospital

WU Rong-hua , LEI Xiao-ting, LIN Hong , SUN Hui (Jiangsu Provincial Hospital of TCM ,
Nanjing 210029, China)

[Abstract] Objective To investigate the causes and treatment measures of an outbreak of Norwegian scabies oc-
curred in a hospital. Methods In May 2013, an outbreak of Norwegian scabies among health care workers(HCWs)
occurred because of the misdiagnosis of a patient with Norwegian scabies, epidemiological investigation was carried
out by healthcare-associated infection(HAI) control department, medical intervention and disinfection and isolation
measures were performed. Results A total of 27 HCWs and patients” relatives developed Norwegian scabies. After
active medical treatment, patients’ condition improved; all appliances used by patients were cleaned and disinfected
after being wrapped and sealed with plastic bags for one week. Epidemic trend of infection was under control and no
new case was found. Conclusion With highly contagious, Norwegian scabies can be spread in local area, it is neces-
sary to improve HCWs’ diagnostic ability to this disease and take effective measures to prevent the epidemic once
HAT occur.
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